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SUBJECT: BANANAS: ECUADOREAN POSITION AS STATED AT BOGOTA FAO MEETING. 


REF: BOGOTA 10851 

1. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE IN EL TIEMPO, IN SPEECH EXPLAINING GOE 
POSITION AT END OF FAO-SPONSORED MEETING IN BOGOTA, ECUADOREAN 
SUB-SECRETARY OF INDUSTRY AND INTEGRATION (AND CURRENTLY ACTING 
MINISTER OF INDUSTRIES AND COMMERCE) COL. RICHELIEU LEVOYER ARTIEDA 
STRESSED NEED FOR AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT LINKING ALL BANANA- 
PRODUCING COUNTRIES AND MOST IMPORTANT CONSUMER COUNTRIES IN ORDER 
TO END MARKET DISTORTION AND A CONTINUING EROSION OF PRICES. LEVOYER 
POINTED OUT THAT SUPPLY CONTINUES TO EXCEED DEMAND BY MORE THAN ONE 
MILLION METRIC TONS, DESPITE EFFECTS OF HURRICANE FIFI. 

2. IN ADDITION TO SUGGESTING CREATION OF AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT, 
LEVOYER POINTED OUT THE IMPORTANCE OF COORDINATING BANANA SALES TO 
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DIRECTOR DR. GUILLERMO CARTAGENA STATED, HOWEVER, THAT SUBJECT OF 
UNION OF BANANA EXPORTING COUNTRIES (UBEC) WAS NOT TREATED AT 
MEETING SINCE MEETING WAS OPEN TO ALL UN MEMBERS. ECUADOREAN 
DELEGATION HOWEVER SPOKE WITH COLOMBIA, COSTA RICA, HONDURAS, 

AND PANAMA DELEGATES ON MUTUAL COOPERATION AND TO IMPRESS UPON THEM 
NEED TO PLACE MORE IMPORTANCE ON TECHNICAL AND COMMERCIAL QUESTIONS. 
(SEE REFTEL). 

3. COMMENT: WHILE GOE DELEGATION EXCHANGED VIEWS WITH UBEC 
COUNTRIES AT MEETING, AND CALLED FOR INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN BANANA PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS, WE NOTE THAT LEVOYER 
REFRAINED FROM MENTION OF UBEC PER SE AS REPRESENTATIVE ORGAN 
OF PRODUCERS. WE DO NOT BELIEVE, THEREFORE THAT DELEGATION STATE- 
MENTS INDICATE ANY NARROWING OF GAP BETWEEN GOE AND UBEC ON QUESTION 
OF BANANA TAX OR ECUADOR'S ADHERENCE TO UBEC. 
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